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Define Mini-Courses

Overview

»  Mini-courses are designed for students to help them learn and comprehend  
real life skills that have high interest and educational value.  

»  Mini-courses allow students to have choice and support health, wellness,  
art, craft, music, dance, community service, hobbies, team building, sport,  
science, drama, and the art of play!

»  Real-life skills

»  Choice

»  High Interest

»  Educational value 

»  Teacher participation  
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DID YOU KNOW?
  For the first time in history, the United States  

lags behind other countries in innovation and creativity!

 Why?!?!

Possible Sessions

 1. Gardening and Landscaping 

 2. Fishing

 3. Baking and decorating 

 4. Create a Zombie Movie 

 5. Jewelry Making

 6. Car repair 

 7. Raptors and reptiles

 8. Zumba

 9. Wii-Fit 

 

 10. KNEX/Legos

 11. Sewing

 12. Toothpick Bridges

 13. Wood-Working 

 14. Minute to Win-It

 15. Stomp-Trash Can Band

 16. Murals

 17. CSI

 18. Pancakes and Play-doh
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Registration

Possible Models 

»  Golden Ticket 

»  Lunch time 

»  Student Council 

»  Sessions and Index Cards

»  Every Friday for a quarter or semester

»  Once a month 

»  Once a semester

»  Full Day  

»  Half Day  

»  1 to 2 hours
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ABOUT 
THE AUTHOR

A nationally-recognized presenter, author, and humorist, Jack Berckemeyer, began his 
career as a middle school teacher in Denver, Colorado. After two years of teaching he was 
named as an outstanding educator at his school, and shortly thereafter he was identi�ed as one 
of the outstanding educators in the district. In 2003, he received the Outstanding Alumni Award from 
the Falcon School District. Jack brings his energy, humor, and expertise to all sta� development as he 
helps teachers and administrators remember why this job makes a di�erence. Jack has presented in 
conference and school district settings both nationally and internationally. Jack served as a judge for the 
Disney American Teacher Awards and served on the selection committee for the USA TODAY All-Teacher Team.

Jack Berckemeyer is known for his motivating, practical ideas communicating a message of hope, laughter, and 
insight into education. Jack was also the Assistant Executive Director for the National Middle School Association 
for 13 years and is the author of Managing the Madness - A Practical Guide to Middle Grades Classrooms. His most 
recent publications are Taming of the Team - How Great Teams Work Together and Deliberate Optimism - Reclaiming 
the Joy in Education, co-authored with Dr. Debbie Silver and Judith Baenen.

Jack is currently the Owner and Director of NUTS and BOLTS - Ready to Lead, Teach, and Learn Conferences located 
in Denver, Colorado and Destin, Florida. Jack lives in Denver, Colorado and has no pets or plants.
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Managing the Madness: 
A Practical Guide to 
Middle Grades Classrooms
by Jack Berckemeyer

$24.99 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

  

Taming of the Team: 
How Great Teams 
Work Together
by Jack Berckemeyer

$24.99 

Number Paper Plates Activity

Paper Plate
Activities - Letters
and Numbers
by Jack Berckemeyer

$35.00 - Printed Version
$19.99 - Downloadble Version

#
Deliberate Optimism:
Reclaiming the Joy
in Education
by Debbie Silver, Jack Berckemeyer & 
Judith Baenen

$29.95 

 Teaming Curriculum
Notebook
by Jack Berckemeyer

$450.00

Teaming Curriculum
Notebook

Pack of 50
$70.00

Choose Optimism
Buttons (2”x2”)
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To Order, contact:
Berckemeyer Consulting Group 

info@jackberckemeyer.com | www.jackberckemeyer.com

Pack of 5
$20.00

Choose Optimism
Plastic Cups
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Resources

Nuts & Bolts - Ready to Lead, Teach, and Learn Conferences
»  www.NutsandBoltsSymposiums.com

Managing the Madness: A Practical Guide to  
Middle School Classrooms by Jack Berckemeyer

»   Available at: www.JackBerckemeyer.com

The What, Why, and How of  
Student-Led Conferences by Jack Berckemeyer & Patti Kinney

»   Available at: www.JackBerckemeyer.com

Taming of the Team: How Great Teams Work Together
by Jack Berckemeyer

»   Available at: www.JackBerckemeyer.com

Deliberate Optimism: Reclaiming the Joy in Education
by Debbie Silver, Jack Berckemeyer and Judith Baenen

»   Available at: www.JackBerckemeyer.com
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